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Shewing the Miſcryof -b ae 
n che Light of CHARTS. 


FROM. N e Ih 


30 _— 


ich ix.” 2. The Ned Hite RI "Bave 
ſten e gren light: . 
E ee x 
Toru WITH, © > 
Math. iv;"12, 13, 14, 1, 16. New whin Toi % 
ba eher Fobn was caft into prifen, be dipartud into 
4: Galilee, And leaving Nazareth, he came ama t in 
Capernaum, whith is upon the ſea-ceaſt, in the borders . * 
ee eee — 2 
which was ſpoken by Efaids \ the prophet, ſaying, The 7 99 
lond of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the % | 
| of the ſea beyond Funn, Galilee of the Gentiles : The © -o 
peopli which fat in darkneſs, ſa great light: amd to 1 
(RNs 2 ee eee | 
. 3 


HERE are two — in-theſe words 
of the evangeliſt. Firſt; Cunis rg remove up- _ 
on the occaſion of John's impriſonment in which ; "x 
are two particulars, Firſt, "The places he removed 
from, and the places he removed to, the two firſt ver- 
ſes of the text more generally be removed . from * 
Telarts Culitn; wen to Nitureth, from whats al - 1, 
E 2 | ter 


* ene 44 laid. k it. 0 


4 . ; 
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- eg ebe bay he remaned ipto eee. Now it is 


oper here briefly to enquire after the reaſon of his 
remove upon this occaſion. He removed from Fudea 
to Galilee when John was impriſoned, that he might 
_ ſupply his As men whien one candle js out, or 
removed into another place, do light another candle 
to give light to them that are in the houſe; fo Gop 
when ohe. aninifter who holds out bis tight do the | 
dark world is zemoyed, he ſends another to fucceed 
- him 4 wherever his church ib, when one ſtar ſets and 
ceaſes to give light, another riſes to ſhine in its place, 
and becauſe all the fars together are not able to 
make a day.vf light, the ſun riſes, He remoyedtrom 
Nera to | Capernaum, | becaule in Nazareth his 
miniſtry was doſpiſed. Ha did. not many works there 5 
becauſe. of their unbelief, Mark vi. 4, 5+ And that 
violence was offered to his. perſon alſo, Luke iv. 29. 
Aud rg n and vhrugt him wat of the city, od led bin 
unte the brow of the hill (wbgreon their city was built). 
4 COPE OE: N. MY 5 \ | 
on, . en mths Ka —— Gex 1 
Sceendiy- wehave in de words ee de 
of his coming into the Galilee of the Gentiles in the 
two laſt vetes of the\texd, abu it wirbt be fulfilled 
that which was ſpuſen by +» ==> = We. . 
* words contain mee. Ge” 


| 1. The ſtate nn befors 1 
3 them, they {at in darkneſs; ſo they were eaſy 
and quiet in it. They ſat in the region and ſha- 
dom of death. The darkneſs they reſted ſecurely in 
was very great. This ws not the ſtate of the Ga- 
leans alone, {or it is more or leſs. the ſtate of all 
men in the world who enjoy not the light of CunisT's 
8 * S men are 


— 
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Ss Lag! 
converted by. the goſpel, they are n 
10 hight, ald 4 the power of Satan te te living Gon. 


= What the winiſtey, and grace of, nnn yas 
to thoſt people. The people. who ſat in darknefs 
ſawa great light, and go chem who ſat in the regios 
and ſhadow of death; to thera who. reſted ſecurely, 1 | 
the grxateſt darkneſs, it Was a. light propy vp; be 
prophet who firſt delivered the words mention get the = 
light of John the baptiſt, altho' he was a great light; 
becauſe the light of nA Nn melt and 
excredet John's: Hg, a much as; thetdlight of the 
ſun extesds the morning ſtar, which appents - befor 
the ſyn.» When Cui came io exticiſe his miiiiſg 
among the Galileafhs'Fho were in dlarkheſs, he tuned 
their night into day: Hence obſerve, That bee Why = 
are bt agiftanse um Chriit, ond wittunt rr light of his 
minijtiy ni gracts ate\inra'mſerable fitte of darkneſs.» 
1 iti 30 v2. bein ned bak HAT 
"To explain this, I ſhall firſt, prove that they who. 
are at a diſtance from CnhRIST, and without the light 
of his miniſtry and grace, are in a miſetable ſtate of 5 
darkness. Segndly ſhew, what it is for. men to be in 
the ſtate of datkneſs. Thirdly, that to 1 in a ſtate 
e eee. v9 nt 
334-904 enn u. NS an row ns ai 
Firſt prove, Thet they who are at a diftonce from 
 Chrifh, and without the lig bt of his miniftry and grucr, ore 
in aflate, of darin:. They have; no:{puritwaldighe 
or knowledge of Gon, which is the neceſlary(fore« = 
runner of eternal glory,” They who are not united 
to CariiTs nor have received his light eun neither 
know/the:way to life, nor have a true defire/to walk T 
in it. Tobe out of CMR Y and far from him; iSt 
e in him is to be in ug 
5 phel. 
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| eth them,” 


He is the ſpiritual man. By the ſpiritual man we 


TAY 


Ege 8. n egen. u. ——— 
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| neee ine 

4 derſtand the word in a ſpiritual way. | Secondſy, that 

| having no light in himſelf, and being without the 
p e 


* Fir ws SF WOES 3 . 
tual light in himſelf, to underſtand in a ſpiritual 


manner the word of Gop, which ſhews him his evil 


condition, and his duty, the way to -avoid evil, and 
to obtain good, 1 Cor. xi. 15. Firſt part. But he that 


5s ſpiritual judgeth all things, There are two things 
to be obſerred in the words. The diſtinguiſhing 
character of the man, who underſtandeth ſpiritual 
„ eee e en 9 


1. „ 
ter of the man who underſtandeth ſpiritual things; 


underſtand every one who is become (ſpiritual, by be- 
ing changed from the ſtate of nature into the ate of 
grace; who is united to CyrIST, and hath a princi- 
ple of true holineſs implanted in him : not the natu- 
al man who improves the principle of reaſon which 


de hath within himſelf and follows his own virtuous. 
- inclinations ; as Pelagians, Arians, and Socinians ſay, 


who are ſtrenuous affectors of free will, and equally 
d cery the grace of God. if they cannot prove that by 


the ſpiritual-man here mentioned in the text is meant 
2 — FA 
| rules. 


BY. © 4. 5 | 
rules of juſtice, 2 e loſe akin point of beit 


notions which is this; that a civiliz'd man, who has a 


principle of morality in him, is the ſpiritual man here 
mentioned ; and conſequently having a. power ia 
himſelf to know the things of the ſpirit. But that 


7 n e Gongho 


A e 2 
* (ry 98 5 p 
(2) Dr 
which is to ſhew that ave the higheſt ac- 


compliſhnients of nature; do not by theſe means at- 


tain to the knowledge of ſpiritual things.” Tuis is 
ſo plain throughout the whole Chapter, that a Pela- 


rim who! would ſupport his opinion from it, muſt 
| — RIAR Vhinory anfyale | 


in it z and ſhould the apoſtle be not 


believed, the Son of Gop-himſelF hath ſaid, „ee, 

it is given (not you have it in yourſelves) ta underfland . 
+ the inyfievies'of the Kingdim of heaven, but to them it. 5c" 

not gun, Math. xiii. 1 1. It is therefore nota here< 


ditary poſſtiſion, but an adventitious gift: and where 
this giſt is not, the myſteries of the kingdom of hea - 
ven are not underſtood. Experience hath ſuſficĩently 

ſhewed that the world by it's wiſdom knew not Gop: 
nay the wiſdom of the world puts men farther off 


from the knowledge of Gop and Salvation, 1 Cor. 


3. 18, 10, 20, 21, 22, 23. Fer the preaching of the roſs. 
;s to the that grid, faelifhneſs : but unto ur which are 


faved,"it is the power of Gad. Far it is uwritten, I will 
| deftroy the wiſdom of the wiſe, and will bring to nothing 
the underflanding of the prudent. Where is the wiſe?, 


where is the ſeribs f where is the diſputer of this world P. 
hath not God made fooliſh the 1wi/dom of this world ? For 
after that, in the wiſdom of God, the world by wiſdom 


tnew ot God, it pleaſed God by the foolifoneſs of preach- 


+ 1 


unf 6966. 
| fen,/and the Greeks” feek-after ibi: Nur ruh 
;  Chnift:cradified, ie the ne fumblingabboch, and: 
0 3 asp dne banc. 
57 1 7 8 dt 297 15 220503 u. al 03 Hs 
3 60 Phat bot the ſpititualman the zpaftie. means 
every one that is converted. from! his ſtata of vatuge,. 
is plain from the oppoſition which he makes between 
the ſpiritga} man; and the natura) man, in the matter 
of knowing ſpi ritual thingoc in the fourtoerit h and 
fiſteenth verſes of this: 2d'Chap: of the ſirſb eniſtle ta 
- theCoitinthians; The ſpirituab man, who is oppoſed to 
the natural mam muſt be comtraty vo the natumali man 
in lis diſpomion and ſtate together. Who ie che na- 
mural man cho teceivetij nbt te things of the ſpirit 
tines necelarꝶ u Sui nπ¼Eẽ Itis e 
ha is nt ſpiticualiz'd inhivunderitanding byamy(ſ- 
tea union with Cnnreto Af qhis man whe nie- 
_ nated fo God; and at diſtance from n - 
vo lunderſtand the myſterles ef the goſpely ohen the 
man w i CHRIS net ds the fpiritunkνẽjuq Doe 
receives thè things of the ſpirit of Geb, ah jadgeth- 
_ Yhithings;; vaprecadle to 1 Joh v. 20. ai U 
that the Son of God it como umi Bath'g aven us am und- 
flandlng, that we' may Inow lum ichot 3s mus ui tos art 
e I trus, aver de ds Jon" + 19+ 8 
4; ene SS WA AR ot 6 
ts nn be b ono; whether: he. hath, 
msetrer R ale of che acta nts of niture7 for many. 
of then that Are fpiritvaf arele in the endowments 
of 'nitwre.” © At" uber grace finds them in geacralhy = 
finds wenr not eultiysted by art and learning beauti- 
ged und prepared by a virtuous education, o,, 
chaſed from dhe W 8 


RN 
_ made any progreſs in the outwatd exerciſes of religious 
duties; this is the condition in which grace finds inany 
ben it comes to make them ſpiritual men but being 
in grafted into Cusisr, and being rene wed in the ſpirĩt 
of their mind, they are made ſpiritual men! Spiritual 
men then they ate, as thete is a teal; and an univerſal 
change in their diſpoſition and condition ; natural = 
men they are not therefore, for they are not on the 
ſame ground whereon they were, when they came into 
f the world ; for now they have a ſpiritual wiſdom; a 
covering from the guilt of heir fins, and are Uriven 
from con ding in themſelves to believe in a gaviour; 
and therefore it is no wonder if in the exerciſes of ſpi- 
ritual things, a good man riſes above natute, and ex. 
ceeds himſelf. And tho' he ſhould be the meaneſt in 
the church, and among the children of Gon, yet he 
is till a ſpiritual man, and becauſe he is (a4 ſpiritual, 
and not a carnal man, he receiveth the things of the 
ſpirit of Go. Not ſome truths only which: befriend 
natural religion, and may be diſcerned by the light 
of nature, rejecting all the truths of Gon which de- 
pend wholly and immediatly on the ſeripture for their 
credibility and authority, as qiany do in our day; 
whereby they en _ on 1 e e 
PFF 5 


1: Hete is 5 ga LINE ay ihe fpititual 
man judges ſpiritually and aright of ſpiritual things3 

and receives, the things of the ſpirit of Gon; it is 

becauſe he is ſpiritual, and hath a ſpiritual light to {ee 
them by, which the natural man hath not: The apoſ- 
tle soppoſing the ſpiritoal man to the natural man, who 
diſcerneth not / the things of the ſpirit of Go nor can 
diſcern them and judge aright about them, becauſe 


* are ſpiritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. xT, 14, 15. is as 
B much 


1 


| P 
430: 94591 Io 833-12 £4) A $14G630 vns 0 

eas a ſpiritual man doth, WE, can | 
diſcers and judge rightly about chem, becauſe he i is 3 
ſpiritual wap, and hatha ſpiritual light to judge about 
mem. A ſpiritual underſtanding hath a ſuitableneſs 
in it to the things which are to be known, which is 
cke capacity of ths underſtanding to know them, and 

Wh Cs about Fr 3 for 4 15 5 OY 


only. way of knowing + 5 8 a U Nah 
| which, .comes fam Cnr, is the only means of 
knowing them. If the natural man attains a knowledge 
of things ſpiritual, yet he underſtands them not in a 
ſpiritual wayjand conſequently underſtands them not, 
in the right way, to. profit his ſoul by his knowledge. 
A blind man is, as well able to judge of the colours 
of things; and u deaf man to. judge of ſounds, as the 
natural man, whoſe eyes are not qpencd, is to judge 
right of ſpiricual =" wth 0" ah * I 
Nr a ” n 


e ki iel man NE 
Os <6 about ſpiritual things; for having a ſpiri- 
tual life in his ſoul, he hath ſpiritual ſenſes, and hath 
them exerciſed, as the apoſtle ſaith, to diſcern both 
good and evil, Heb'v; 1 To diſcern between good 
and euil, and 8 diſcern one good from another. He 
Rath a ſpiritual eye ſight to diſcern good and evil ob- 
Jecde, and' a ſpiritual hearing to diſcern voices good 
ang evil. And when he meets with things _—_ to 
be underſtood. in the word of Gon, the ſpiritual man 
vill not pcovdly cenſure tbe divine oracles as obſcure 
| and-.unintelligible, and blaſpbemę the wiſdom of 

God, as carnal wicked ſpeculators do ; but humbly 
confels his own ignorance, and his want of making 

| £2 uſe 


| 11 
uſe of the means, which are neceſſary to obtain the 
knowledge of Gans word} as he ought to hays done: 
as did Dan. ix. I Termen neu grun be fur 
che Lerd . God, abet wi mightchers | from: or inigu-. 
_ nr. a1 a hs ou T 


701 U 60 A 
Thu - have | hors har har he: natural 25 hath ao 
1000 60 -underſtand the word of Gov, by 
therefore wk derftahd it. The apotite f 
38eb. verſe $0 dhe 27th. of the firlt Chap. of 32 
epittle.to the Corinthians, and in in the whole 2 Chap- | 
ter ſheweth, : that the natural man doth not, cannot 
by his own light and wiſdom underſtand t the Hing: S 
of Gop 4 therefore if plain | 1 SO 3 it many plain | 
ſcriptures are ufficient to determine the matter, it i is 
fully determined for ever, beyond a ! 'coptragdi Zion, 
that the natural man doth not, cannot un and the 
myſteries of the goſpel i ina 2 manner z and to 
| the. . 12 55 hos 555 e Gee natursf tight « of his 
in 


awn — — 08 e Tat 7: 
2907 190 Nice * 1 319 T cu curing} ©2 
_ Secondly, Mn to ſhow chunt he nataral mianhav- 
ing 'no-light in himſelf,” which is fufficient to guidi lum in 
te krotolbage of God's will iu manner and being 
alienaftt# and far from Cynon ho is the ſun of the 
fpititual world, and'ths lightaffouls, he mitbofne- 
cllity be in a ſtate of darkneſs; Belo Una came 
to we land of Zabalen and Nophrbatin, chow wens it 
with them ? They fat in darkneſs,-andirthorggion 
and ſhadow of death. When the goſpel comes to 
turn men, is: it to turn them from ũ laſſerta a greater 
light ? No but from darkneſs co light ; the apaltle 
faith ſo; that/ if they have any light before the gripe), 
it is but as Yarkneſs in regard of its meaſureg for 
it is called dark neſs; beeauſe it deſetves not the name 
ee ot nor are their eyes en 4 r 
fe ahr Nee on 2: which 


which 3 boch brings.the light | 
and opens" their eyes to ſee it, Acts xxvi. 18. And 
what light have they to ſee whoſe eyes are ſhut ? There 
is indeed ſuch a thing as the light of nature ; fallen 
nature hatb ſome glimmering light, b but! in iP buſineſs 
; of the Rata tion of the foul this Ji tht 4s neſs, 
ſerving to little re pyrpoſe than if it! was Aries» 4 
as Job ſpeaks 255 comforts of life i; in tl the reg ions ot 
death, Job; X. 22. where the bi right f is as 7 The 
natural! man who! is at 2 z diſtance from "CH IST who 
is the light of the world, and the light of 2, ; Jokin 3 1 
12. who opens the blind e eyes of ſinners to fee the 
light, Tfaiah xliii. 7. his underſtandi! ing taut de dark 
2 unſuitable to ſpiritual truths, and inca apablec of realen. 
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„ The natural a TY htened by 
CM,jꝭ&u, hath an Ee which 1 unſuitable 
to ſpiritual truths. There is no proportion between 
his underſtanding, and the truths which are revealed 
from heaven. He receives not the things of the ſpirit 
_ of Gon, becauſe he ſees not the . 
be knows them not ſavingly becauſe he diſcerns them 
not ſpixitually. The ſenſe of a beaſt is hardly ſo, far 
inſerior to che light of reaſon, as the light of hu man 
reaſon is to the ſpiritual: light which CHRIST gives 
his people in converſion. Ai o We ar 1 
JJ SH UVF CHE OO Wolf bop 
. The underſtandings of men noteenlightened by 
Cir, have no power of reaſoning about things 
ſpixitual. The underftanding indeed whieh is en- 
lightened by Cunts the fun of righteouſneſs, is in 
ſome meaſure reſtored to it's directing governing pow- 
er over the affections and will, which-it loſt by the 


15 6 not a vaſlal to che Juſts of che 
| body 


(ro ) 
body and of che mind; nor ſtands yp as a bribed 8d. 
e to plead for them; and to excuſe and defend 
re but doth 1 f tobe fneaſure reſtraim chin. The 
ght of Cunts it in the underffandi ing de defivers it both” 2 
| oy i noranice, 200 Erroneons _ EvnEEgtiFns about 
Gopz ; and every ling elke which ze it concerns us to 
know in order to alyation. And: Wire this light 
is ig the underſtanding, nere is true plidlels alto in 
the heart : on the contrary J. where thigh it is want⸗ | 
 itlg, there is no Tuch er to Teaf6h UN out gofpel 
_ truths, as'that oi wan be inel med to embrate 
them, and to draw practical concluſions from them. 
While. the minds Cf mth are in dalknzfge, they tan 
de no firm and' lifting impremons of thẽ glory 
of CMI TA whith' ark very operativ on the minds 
of edhierted belfchüch, to draw heir whole" hearts 
out after him, to truſt in him as their Saviour, and 
to rejoice in him as tir, chiefeſt 899d NI A522 
wort 16 ο eb ni gd o Te: i il d 28 
- The,unenlightgned ag fees 09; Ir glory which 
is, in the word gf Gopypor ſees ibs eplvening p 
e pb it CxngsT mult. open the underſtanding be- | 
fore We Can ungerfland i it, Luke xxiv, 3 Then open- f 
ed he their e at they rü t underſtand 
the ſcriptures. And. wha at w 35 as, thee effect ,of thi 5 7 
Did net our hearts, burn wwithin, u, while, be opened to 
the ſeriptures on the way ? verſe 32. The excellencies 
of the ſeriptures, to the uncglightened.,mangye like 
the furniture of a good houſe when there is a light 
to ſee it. The furniture is there, the want of light 
tor it takes none of it away,, O henges it's, na 
ture ox colours, or order; neither doth, the light; add 
60. it in any af theſę reſpects ; hut che. 1 
hidees it, ande the light ſbews it as. it js : or like t 
n of A fine garden in the dark night, a perſon 
walking 


C * 

t iu he ſees. them, not; as, they are, and 
bene is not. feed, by the, ight until be fees. 
them in the light of che fun ; ſuch are the glories of 
the ſcriptures, to them who ſee them not in the 1: light 
of Cunisr; the ſun of righteouſneſs, which is the. 
day light of ſouls; Hence comes the 91 2 
of erronoous men, Mahometans e Pre, Jo 2 5 
remote, Pelagians, Arminiant, driazs, Secinians 25 
Aiman, about the ſcriptuies ; they Rave nor the 
light of Cn to read them \ but are decoge by 


the dark Qhadoms of th night of ignorance. ar 
2 - Thus 1 have ſhowed the fl 


. „ nr is. is 
| 82 
wen that they bo are in heir natural 725 
2 dtenes from Cuncat, and without the, 1 105 
ieee vj > flato of great dark- 


| eis. peilen nach ee mit ai un c: mid 29:35 210 
Secondly, Han wat dee 
not the light of Cunter to be in darkneſs, or how 
inen kame to be in a Nate of Aarkew, who have not 
the ght of C tor's wo ant ee. They are in 
Ane uportthieefdlt scebuft. "They have hot 
the light” oF flo Word te guide hen: They Have 
not che inward light of the ſpirit to inſtruct chem tn 


ation of God's wilt; and they giventlight 
in Wir extagts Fe ud ebltyerfarion, * © * 
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not turheũ to the Loxpare in RON, becauſe they 
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| Hive not che outward light" of che word to guide 
them. All aiibelievers are ſaid, dither to- ſit in daR 
* the text, or to wax i darkneſs, John xii. 

e e eee An 


n 
to his feet in the night time of adverfity, and u light 
to his path in tha day time of proſperity ; a5 aRually 
it is w the good man, Pſal. cxix. 10. It is a liſtin / 


firſt wotketh his works in the light of the word; but 
neither the motians of the dinner's heart, not theex- 
erciſe of his outward life are direfted by the word, 


var His'whiblo Tife io wredellion againſt his maker. | - 


1 2 Dp as; 


2. As baden ee. hd; ddrntied light of 
the word to guide them, ſo likewiſe they have not 
the inward light of the Tpirit, to underſtand the will 
of Gon revaled in his word, and the things of the 


which is of Gn, dut the ſpirit of the worlu, cannot 
know the things which Gon freely gives to his peo- 
| ple, x Cor. x1. 12. turned the other. ſide. They who 
have not the ſpirit of GChri/f# are none of bis, Rom. vil. 
9. And being none of his, the things of CurisT 


which he hath procured for the Salvation of men arc 


not theirs, nor can they know them becauſe they are 
revealed and adminiſtred by the ſpirit, John xvi. 13, 
14, 15. Howbeit, when he, the Spirit of truth is come, 
be doi guide you into all truth . for be ſhall not fpeak of 
binſelf , but whatſoever be uli hear, that hall he pet. 
and he will fhew you things to come. He ſhall glorify me : 
for be nal receive of mine, and fhall ſhew it unto you. 
All things that the Father hath, are mine © thersfare ſaid 
1, that he ſhall take of mint, an ſhall ſhrw it unf you. 
As the-tight heat and attraRion of the ſun, and the 
rain and de, which are raiſed by that attraftion, by 


which the earth is kept in motion and enubled to bear | 


it's fruit, are all conveyed to it through the air which 
is about the earth ; o the knowledge and grace of 


| ee * 


Ga 4 


guiſhing mark between. a ſaint and @ fanaer, ? The 


ſpiritual life. © They vo have not received the ſpirit 
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che ſpirit. Without the light of the ſpirit, the ſctip- 
ture will not be à bright glaſt to repreſent the ſoul 
affecting glories af Caricgr,® and be drawn to —_ 
and followhim Grvugh ul oppoſitionas -- 

220: hier in Bo fie i eig 71,298 * $154 
35 They who ure out of On iar and without his 
Tight may be ſaid to ſit in darkneſs, becauſe they are 
idle, and do not the work of Gon, the work of the 
day; and conſequently ks no 11 5 to e in their 
F enk. 
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bene no nent in theuilelves; ey cannot give 
A ugs others. They are not like the ftars Which 
having light in themſelves do ſhine around. They 
cannot tlierefore anſwer the character of being the 
tight of the world, which is given to CRISr's diſci- 
ples, Math. v. 14. Phil. xi. 15. If bypoerites do 
ine in the form of divine. knowledge, and in a. mo- 
ral behaviour, their light is net a burning ſhining 
light as the light of John the baptiſt was, John v. 
35. though it ſhines, it burns not, the fire of love 
to Gop, and zeal for Gon is not in their ſhiniog:; 
their light therefore is a dull, cold, and dead light, 
which neither comſorts themſelves nor enlivens o- 
-thers, It is the property of darkneſs to confound 
things good and evil; ſo as the one cannot be choſen, 
nor the other avoided ; according to our intereſt and 
duty and therefore they who are in the darkneſs of 
- ignorance and ſin, are ſo far from contradicting the 
evil / ways of the world, by teſtimony and example, 
- that it-is their conſtant practice to conform to them ; 
far from reproving the works of darkneſs, and having 
no fel ſowſhip with them, they both commit them 
themſelves, againſt the natural, but ineffectual light 
of their own conſciences; and have pleaſura in them 
that do Rom. i. 32. Thus 


| (n 
Thus 1 have ſhewed 1 . w thoſe who Are, * their 
fate of nature, and at a diſtance from CHRIST are, in 
a ſtate of darkneſs, my work, 


"Thing is to br that 7 te of Ata; in 1 
all men. are by nature, ts a e flate ; : and what the 


miſery, of jt i W + x 1] 0 $ © FT 2 i e 26: 9 3 
ba; iis 4.3290 5 il aan Wi 
3 6 5 — in A a ſtate, of ſpiritya]' darknels..is al... - 
unpleaſant dreadful thing. The, natural, darkyeſs i 1. -. 
as unpleaſant and fearful as the light is pl 2afznt and. 
* comfortable, It is ſaid. Gen xv, 32+,,/Thataſterhe 
ſun went down, an horror of great darkneſs fell upon 
Abram; and Solomon had a gaurd of mighty men about 
him — 4 of fear in the night, Cant, 111, 1 * Now 
if the, natural darkneſs which belongs to the body i is 
unpleaſant and inconvenient : the, ſpiritual. dark- 
neſs of ignorance. belonging to-the ſoul muſt | he more 
ſo ; as the ſoul to which it belongs is the better part, 
Kr that the natural darkneſs i is not a ſecret thing as 
the darkness of i ignorance is, which, j is come into men 
from the devil. The darkneſs, which, is come from 
the prince of darkneſs how vile and evil it is It ig 
the death of our original light, tl the reſurrection, of. 
our r fears, the extinguiſher of our hopes it is the 
| forerunner of all evil to the Impenitent ſinner, the. 
vail of heayenly ſecrets, the hider of unſeen gxcellen». 
cies, the fountaip of all ſorrows, the running ſtream of 
all yexations, the: undeſirable evening of 2, woful. 
: eternity,” the gloom of hell, and the.dark varniſh of 
endleſs mortality,, t the.  fore-boder. of evil to come, 
terrifying the guilty conſcience with the uncouth 
and deluding ſhadows of the, ſpixigyat (night. 125 | 
that wh ich emboldens evil ſpiits to temꝑt, and eærri 


e of men. Te ne 
wie 


1 W . II 
which all men by nature are, is « miſerable lament- 
| able dreadful fate.” 
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The fight which men may have of Sees 
| Gia by the dim light of ny: is not a clear and 
- certain, but an uncertain doubtful light or know - 


ledge of ſpiritual things; like the ſight of him who 


{aw men like trees walking, very different from what 


they were, Mark, viii, 24. As CuRIsr by his grace 


calls his people out of darkneſs into his marvellous 
light,r Pet. ii. g. So fatan by his mallignity ſeduced 


the firſt gran from a marvellous light into a horrible 


darknefs ; fo that it is à real night upon the children 


of Adam, until Cun rer the Sun of righteouſneſs ariſes 
upon them. In the night indeed men may ſee ſome; 


thing of the ſhape, ſize, form, and colours of things | 


which are large, but not ſee them as they really are, 


and fo as to diſtinguiſh one thing from another, eſ- 


pecially the things which are little and obſcure, or 
ate but little known, though great in ſize; ſo by 
the light of nature men may have ſome perception 
of things ſpiritual, but they cannot make a 9 4 
2. jadgement about them ; becauſe they. cannot 


them as they are, and that they never had any ac- ; 


, quaintance with them before hand, or ſaw them in 
the light before. It is the light of the day that ſhews 


them as they are, the light which is mixt with the 


darkneſs of the night cannot do it. What wild fan- 
cies: have f in ſpiritual things, who Imaging they 


or free will , juſtification by works, falling from 


in holineſs in the preſent life, aſſerted in 
ſeripture This ſhows that it is yet night with them, 
of they have not the Rght of Crrrsr ſufficiently to 
= 2 A right 9 of fpiritual things. 
Lis 9 3. The 
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3. The ſtate of darkneſs i in which natural men are, is 

a 465 of enmity againſt, God, unleſs Caxisr enligh- 4 

tens us, and diſpels gur darkneſs, we are enemies to 

Gop in mind and works, as the Colottans were 
before they believed i in, (OD, | Col. i. 21. And when 

we are in a ſtate of enmity with Gov, we are then | 
ih a molt miſerable ſtate; becauſe evil is preſent. 
with us, and good i is far from us, We go on in fin, 
and ſhall meet with puniſhment and ſorrow : much 
evil is preſent with us, and more i is deſerved, and... 
ſhould be expected by us. Whit we are in a late 
of entity with Gon, we haye no title to that which 
is truly good. If we live not in Gaps fear, we. 


ſhall. not ref in his peace, die i in his favour, file i in 
his likeneſs, nor live forever in his; joy. Ft the con- 
troverſy between Gop and us be not made up, we 
can have h true conſolation or peace in our con- 
ſciences 3; for we are not in ſafety x and ii in "this caſe 
we would ſeem to rejoice, it is —— the ground of a 
falſe conſcience, becauſe we underſtand not our con- 
dition. To increaſe the miſery yet farther, as long 
az. we can continue in a ſtate of alienation and en- 
mity to Gap, our fins, with the guilt of our ſins, will. 
continually increaſe within us, and the fear of pu- 
niſhment will proportionably "increaſe upon us ; PT. 
this is a miſerable Rate to live and die in. l | 


4. The ſtate of darkiefs is a miſerable Ale! _ 

| eauſe it leads to hell and the perfection of miſery. 
Every ſtep the ſinner goes in the darkneſs of igno- 
rance and ſin, is a ſtep farther from the light, and 

a ſtep nearer to the darkneſs; which-hath. no end, 
and there they ſhall be caſt at laſt, ho will not im- 
prove the talents, of merey which Vo gives them 
in the en Math. xxv. 30. And caft gu the un- 

C 2 | 2 


\ 


, 3 

lea vant into outer darkneſs © a TY ' 

ing of teeth. They ſhal caſt there, 
uſe they v Wade not willin Jy go into 195 bottom- * 
leſs pit of darkneſs, Here they willingly Walk in the 
paths of darkneſs; and III not be per aded to leude 
them, and come into the pleafant paths of Habt; 
beagle they love darknefs better than lig 505 t, John wit. 
19, But into che! outer darkneſs tk t d not go if 
| they. maght. have their Choice ; 3 and therefore” they 
bar”: ſhall be caſt into it: when "they are cuſt to it, the 
| - weight of their fs 5 guilt, and the heavy \ wrath | 
of Gop will preſs t hem down towards the bottom of 
the pt, and Being ; there, they | will, never have "the, 


v 


preſence, or ſee the dawning of a 5 bf hope and 
| comfort ; but it will be x a night which ſhall neber be 
1 turned into a day. Here furely is a place where wilt. 
| | beayceping a * wallin ng, and gnaſtring of teeth,” | 


14 Lb. {G91 — 
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Now if the late uo Arien in which” ne 
5 ed men A! is in its elf A 


author ofvall 2 and 161 it leads t . 721. 


leſs miſery; then great is the miſery of them who are” 


in this ſtate of the darkneſs of . iT 
| =o D 10.9383 4 


| 1 2 un e þ 21 >, 33 
1 een rd Application. 961. q 3 "WW. 
28 „ 1 all £101} 1901 roll & uk of} 4: 49%) 

If the Rate of darknels is a edi de e 
men ſhould deteſt it, and reſtleſsſy labour to come out 
of it. If the ſtak@ of Tight hath every thing in it to 


engage us: to deſire 91 hp! Nate of darkneſs hath ; 
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every End of 65 TW to hakt as air vf t biggi 22 


to eſteem the ſtate of light is the depth of iſa om 
geſſre it is holy fenfibiltry, and te be du ib is fifth 
an th Feel nappineſs : büt᷑ to- RET / and under 
valuefit/ is folly, hot to deſire and feel it will. bring 
about: the greateſt qoſt and to be out ol it in the op. 
poſite ſtate of darkadſs will end in eternal death and 
miſery. The light 'which/ comeg from Onkis Hf t= 
us for converſe with Gop, gives ability to! manage 
ſpititiial good, and brings a return of heavenly gobd d 
while on the contrary the darkneſs of ignorant 
fin unfits men for communion with Go, poiſoneth 
the ſoul, and draws downwards toward hell. The 
ſpiritual light of divĩnity is not ſceptieal, anll full of 
doubts, as the k nowledge of phijcſophy for the maſk 
part is 3 and it neither perplexes our ſpirits nor ſwelle 
our hearts with pride, but the carnal Knowledge of 
unchatiged? nature cannot transform us into the likes 
neſs of Gop as ther light of heaven doth; 21Corlijig 
18. Bur toe all-wvith"open face;"behollliny'as in aft 
the glory of the Lord, are changgd intu the ſame imagu, 
from glory to glory; even ur by the Hur ii ef the Lord. Ir 
doth not enable dür ſpirits, and give us peace of cGhH 
cĩence; and much leſs can the datkneſsiof ignorance 
do this. The. knowledge & hature is too much like 
the knowledge of the fallen angels/which'is not able 
to make them good; it is never without ſomething 
diabolie in it; but the knowledge-which Gop gives 
N hath-theimage 1 Goplimit. eb. 10 
304 A nbc 3 0 71170 .2799t9. 1'7 { 9 

89 00 to be in darkheſs is 3 weſhould 
carefully examine whether we ae come out of it, or 
do ſtill remaih in it: We may know whether * be 
in this ſtate of darkneſs * wy ee * 


20 


* 


1. By 


rn 


| ( 22 ) 
wo Bye our haying no experience of the power and 
effects, which the true knowledge of Gop hath upon 


thoſe that have it. If goſpel myſteries are ſtill hid 


from us, if we neither do, nor can reaſon about them; 
if we have no pleaſure in underſtanding about them z 


if we ſee no beauty in CHNIr, no more excellency 


in the things of the ſpiritual world, nor ſo much as in 
the things of this world ; it is then plain, that we were 
never yet brought into the light of Gop, but are ill 


in darkneſs; fot the light of heaven would have given 


pron n. n n 


* . 
aA . ; 
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2. . eee dity for 


thoſe who are in the darkneſs of ſin and miſery, nor 


any ſerious endervours to ſave them out of it. Nature | 


_ itſelfindeed will incline men to wiſh well to their near 


and dean relations and friends, to wiſh that they may 
be happy and not miſerable, either in this world or 


the next but their. benevolence is not founded upon 
the principles of religion. They deſire not that they 


may be delivered from fin as well as from miſery ; and 


that they.may be made holy, 2s well as be made hap- 


py· If we cannot fee our relations friends and neigh- 


-bours walking in the darkneſs of fur, which leads to 
the darkneſs of hell, without praying for them, and 
ſeriouſly endeavouring to ſave them; we have then 


great reaſon to hope that weourſelves'are brought out 
of darkneſs to light: but when we pray not for the 


ſalvation of others, or if our prayers for them be void 
of ſincerity and fervency, and are not followed 


with any real and hearty endeavours to get them out 


of the darkneſs of fin, into the light of holineſs, it is 
-then a ſad evidence that we ourſelyes are not come 


| out of the ſtate of darkneſs. 


3. If 


N 

3 If to be in darkneſs is a miſerable ſtate, then they 
who are brought out of this ſtate into the great light _ 
of Cuntsr, ought to be very ſenſible of the favour, - 
and very thankful unto Gov, who by his grace hath 
turned them from darkneſs to light, and from the 
| power which fatan had bver them by means of that 
darkneſs unto Gop. 'The greatneſs of the felicity of | 
being brought into the Tight, ſets forth the ama- 
ing goodneſs, and power of Gop; and the Sligati- 


on of gratitude chen ariſing. The more enlarged 


our thoughts are of this undeſerved favour of heaven, 
and the more we know of i it, the clearer and brighter 
will our proſpect be of the grace of Gop; which will 
win us.ſo much the more to grateful acknowledge 
en 7 1 * 
| On the wad hand, the wore cadet our 
thoughts are of our former ſtate of the darkneſs of ſin 
and miſery, the leſs we ſhall ſee of the glory of redeem- 
ing grace, - We cannot know the length, breadth, and 
height of CurisT's love without knowing ſomething 
of the length, and breadth v height, and depth of our fe- 
licity ariſing from his love, Eph. .iii 18, 19. To this . 
end we, who have believed in Gop ſhould review 
our new ſtate of light, which is à ſtate of a blef- 
ſed reconciliation with Gop ; a ſtate of true liſe 
leading us into endleſs happineſs. We ſhould look 
upon our ſelyes in this ſtate as living within the 
compaſs of God's love, and in the way to the higheſt 
heaven. When on one hand we lift yp our thoughts 
to the glory of heaven which is provided for us, and 
on the other hand fink our thoughts as Tow as the 
miſery of hell, which we have deſerved ; then we have | 
a true meaſure of the height of the felicity which 
grace hath RE for us, = of the depth of the 
| PE 


7 


eben deſemed hy us: We ſhould.confider pur former 
L ſtats in darkneſs, that we may he humbled, and 


be the better engag d not to be partakers with them 
who commit, the unfruitful works: of darkneſs., We 
ſhould conſider our preſent ſtate in light, that we may 
be thankful, and walk n, 78 the bleſſed Hate; 
the apoſtle argues, Ephe v. 7, 8. Be not ye therefore 
partalers with them, why? For 30 —. ſemetimes dark- 
neſs, but now are ye liebt. in tbe Lord, and what- 
2 ia: vans of gs: e 1. children Y 
* ban 


HE lands that Jong | in darknel, lay, 

Now have beheld a heavenly light; 
Nations that ſat in death's cold ſhade 
Are bleſs d, 1 beams bright. 


wag tots; | | 1 6 194) 0 Tam 

"Ihe Viegin's promis'd Som | Rn... 
Behold e expetted Childappear, lick bog 
What ſhall his names or Titles de? * VER 882. 


The es the | Counſellor. - eri 
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The Goverament of Earth and, Sens, ni! i wiel 

Upon his ſhoulders ſhall be laid ; = es —_ a4 
His wide dominions mall increaſe e 


if Þo et Wag 10 
And -honors to his Name e 20: 25 1310537 tp} 


ö "Johns th the holy "Child wal nt 28 (ung 
High, on his Father David's Ane 2 
Shall cruſn ay foes beneath, his feet, 2 vr, 
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Tree of hs ge g.. fle. fei, 
Faul, declaration def ore Aeribpa Rin 7.9 5 Na 
Jews, the Roman governor, and TE . 
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tiles in his new work of preaching ſalvation by 
Cunisr ; which i is 2 provoking to the corrupt 


f erſt 
Free 
- Secondly, what the end of his preſervation, and the 
mk of his miniſtry was, py r fan deſcribed 


uro Ways. | it was an opening of the eyes of 
them: 2. K IRI —4 darkneſs to light. 
The opening of their eyes ex the work of grace 
by the goſpal Sit, Shiefly on thd undeiſtandiag; S 


the turning of them from darkneſs to light, expreſſes 
affections FE * will, together with the under 
> SDL DI. 
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The l of darkneſs and light here uſed, 


ien or xeſemblance of the 
he "of men in 
the ſtate of ſin, and the ſtate of grace. The firſt 
eſs, N the latter by light. | 
"of eyery” 'one who is in 
ts the ftate of the ſinner 
and out of CHR1ST: By 
darkneſs indeed is meant the infut ſtate in general 


and-ignorance in particular, And by the light to 
whigh they turn, is meant the ſtate —4 grace in 


Schere, and Ine in particular. The 2 
: hin, ha Mo aw e- an be dis; 1 
7 en the. Heal vin FP os ern; nd 


bo & and chan frinn evit in good; i 
P _w I" v. 8. Their . 5. 7 tre” a 
the children of light, and thy children of the day; be 017 


not of the nig * To 
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i. To open this I ſhall ſhew firſf, what it is to be in * 


| the light: ſecondly teak of che be ginnitig | Wat it is 
tobe ja this tis gat Ne tac fe to be * Tote light 
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| the author of grace ? Alltho trained up in 


% "© 41 95 75 ach 422 1 1 pigs 
1 d pepience alſo. th he. power of 0D's. -word, 

rambling gone of bis word of e fo. r fin, 
the drawing. wwty of bis invitations and 


power of his mands t inoline them to 1 
e the; power, of; his promiſes to comfort them. 
100 io bar ena frurtia? 4 a1 2B 12 lions 
„Noe, to.;thoſe, who baye, an experimental Know. 
| ledge of ſyiricual things, it, ds PER 
ot unto others the knowledge o of things ſic 
for they are not in darkneſs, as, gthersars.,... 
may. declaima agaioſt fin, who have experienced che 
il of it, andide ſtrive againſt it. They maꝝ com- 
mend balinele,. and che practice of; gogd. who expe- 
rience the poyer a godlineſ in ng hes 
aud do\manifeſt it in their ,putward, lives,;,;T. 
may praiſo the excollenciesph GoD, who, bear his j0n- 
| age,andifer, forth, che lor pf CnnEA N :avho are 
_ wpited-t@:him,: whe have S mmunion with him, 
n -qxperimenta] - acquaintancs..with; him z here 
af garnal-mep he Ius ip a Rate; of alicyation an 
 aiſtance from him haue no proper Mill, or becoming = 
ſneſs. $01 ſpeak. eres £99; mep; of Hel. 
gias: and -fntitrimitarian „ prnginles. 55 mee 5 
Arians be. fit. to {peak.of;the grace of Nette 

iy les 


eden es tobe miniſters. of Cnnigr and, his 
pol, ? The former. of the 98 e of en 
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called him che bop of. age viii, 5 


welt men all 
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theik hypocriſy together, our Saviour condema'd $0 
ſuſfer che torments of hell, in diverſe-places-of-the 
new teſtument. Will ye note tremble and fer ye 


Socinians and Arias before it be too late . 
iin 449 9} ? 9 1 mY A 1 n 1 * theo”? 


Sue "it ie an anner ene Wewer | 
divitie things. The ip6Me" theirs us thut thiy natur: 
_ all ariſes from the experimental knowledge Gon 

grab in the goſpel, Col. . 58, 62 For the dope which 

Is Tail'up for you iti heaven whereòf ye heard before 
in the word of the truth of the goſpel, which -bring- 
eth forth fruit in you ſincę the day. ye beard of it, 

d | know. | "the - grace of Goo in truth. "Tt > 2 
e ever EY: and often prevailing to 
the excerciſe of good. "Not t "reſting only in ſtat- 
Ing queſtions, framing conclufi bus, arguing; and the 
meer remembrance and thihking Awölt the things 
heard. To's tide EG gh" for Poet to de ble diſput- 
"And cleathied vm mentatbis; judicious and eloquent 
preachers, 0 they be Affe under the guidance 
ef che divine Tight”; fbr in that cafe 2ihabed they 
will neither ſüde chern ſeldes, hot them chest tes? 
the 1 Tn. iv. 16. Nut bee unto thy eli amd lunto 

dere; ; cintinue in this for i dungenbit, thbu 
I beth eg nd tir iar baun s 8 
2 nem lo $09 a89w Mun⁰jül i bak 01 2 fo) 
The experimental and operative knowledge which 
0 wen have, doch not increaſe theirpeide, 
ſtrengthen their unbelief, wear away tihwawful re- 
verence of Gov from cbeir fouls; hof lead Wen- to x 
contempt of ſacred things; and to be light as ſuper- 
ficial in the performance of the moſt ſole in pa ts of 
divine worſhip; as that knowledge which is meerly 
ſpeculative oth: on the'contrary,'it is attended 
* 1 * 


« 30 
to the eee 
the oppoſite graces : thus I have ſhewed in ſome 
N rl be-in the Nhe. 

' Secondly, nee en e of ah . 
"ond prigrefs of this flate of light, or in plain terms the 
za of ren. Tbe beginning of the new tate of 
-penitent-converted men is light, and by acting in 
conformity to the rule of the word, and the mind of 
the 1 1 e 
-_ 


. 1 5 1 Y 1547 
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je Tobe in n + ba A ds 85 
nature; none are born in ee but the fey 
which are fan ige from the womb. 1 
into che light of the ſtate of grace when they tu 
with their whole hearts; unto Gop, : and : 
off from/the darkneſs of ſinʒ Db RR ES — 
which they are turned, then light mult de chat into 
-which they come at their converfon. Darkgefs is 
che diabolical image, and the helliſh form which the | 
-evil ſpirit impreſſed on the mind of man when he 
ell from his primitive integrity. The-old man of 
-fin' is as certainly upheid by darkneſs, as che new 
man of infuſed holineſs | is. renewed in . 
Col. 3. 10. And the ſinner wears the ol man, the 
bolly of otiginal corruption until he puts it off by 
repentunde z the beginning of the Nate of light there 
fore is the ſinners converſion unto Gop ; according 
to the order of the! words of the text which ſhews, 


ft meren. e from dark neſs, ere 
| ADE. 


> - 
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2. "By Ang afterwardin conformity to the ligh 
of Gon word and re nnd $0 e 

5 : feſtor'd. 
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| ( 3t ) 
reſtor d within them by their converſion, they come 
to have this light increaſed, Prov. iv. 18. The path 
of the juſt is as the ſhining light, whick/ſhineth mores 
will be Viet with z greater light, Hoſes vi. 3. 
Then ſhalt” we know if we follow on to know the 
Loxm. Not only the light which is given to them 
ſhalf not be taken from them, but be confirmed to 
them, Hai. 1x. 20. y ſun hall no more go down, neither 
hall thy moon withdraw itſelf ; thy light Pall be ſure ts 
thee; it Pall” Bt increaſed, Thai, xxx: 26. Mhrorver, the 
lebe of the mon ſhall be ar the light of the fan, and the Aut 
of the fan Ball be fevenfalth, as the light of ſeven days ; i. e. 
they who have but a ſmalt meafure- of knowledge, will 
come to have much, and they who have much know- 
ledge have much more in the day that the Loxy 
bindeth up the breach of his people, and healeth = 
the firokes of their wounds. It is ot. ſo-with the 
wicked; for often is their candle.put out, yea their ſun 
ſometimes goeth down at Noon; and their moon ſhin- 
eth not ʒ und when their light remaineth, it js as dark- 
neſs i e. ſerving to as Hitle-purpoſe as if it was 
darkneſs .itfelf, Their light grows leſe and leſs. 
till it ends in darkneſs, ss. 
Nou, the light of. Gon is the great ſelicity of 
the people of Gon. What Solomon. ſaith of the 
natural light, and of the fon which is the fountain of 
it, Beelef. 3.7 2 fiveet, avid 3 
ant thin ve ſbe the fun. Is applicable to the light o 
| by . —.— the ſun of tho ſpiritual world. 
The light of Gon of which the toxt ſpeaksis not on- 
ly 'pleafant' but - profitable ; for it is the light of life, 
John 8. 1 It is a mercy to have the means of 


* knowledge, but a greater merey to have che — 
N e 
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3 opened to, receive the light, as. the heart 
of Ad ] “≅eõ—3. Acts xvi. 14. And to be neither. 
without the means to 'knaw -Curasr, nor without 
a heart to ſeek. him and to follow after him. It is the 
great duty of men to ſeek the light of the know- 
ledge of Gop's will, and to walk by it; and it is the 
great merey of Gon to men to give them this light to 
walk by- Wben the light is, ſent, and the eyes opened 
toit; then comes the great mercy af Gop, and his loy- 
ing kindneſs into the enlightened ſoul. They are not 
blinded and hardened by it, as the impenitent wick 
ed are, but their underſtandings are truly enlight- 
ened ; their hearts ſoftened, purified, and e 
by che light which c heaven. 52 
u om 57s i n di ben + 
Thirdly; thet this flats. of grace cath 5 th 4 

people of Gad arg turnad from darkneſs of fn by the. ni. 
 niftry of tho goſpel, is a maſt happy. fate... The natural 
light ee, comfortable cheering thing ; truly the 
light is ſweet and a pleaſant thing it is for the eyes to 
ſee the ſun, Eccleſ. xi. 5. It is the cumfart of the 
world, becauſe it ſhewes the glory of the creation 
vailed by the darkneſi; it is a remover of fear, a foun- , 

tain of conſolation ; a reſtorer. of diſtracted fancies. 
 Thelife of delights, the remover of dullneſs, ſleep, 
and ĩnactivity; ſettiag men at. liberty to follow their 
employments, as well as rouſing them) to it ; and driv- 
ing evil beaſts to their ſecret habitations, F ſal. ciy. 
20, 21, 42, 23. Deu makge/t.\darknefs that it maybe 
night: ubhereim all the deafts of the foryts do mo ne the 
las roaring after thtir\ prey «- de ſeck thtin,mont from 
God, the ſuv: arijethy and bey get-them away. together, - 
and lay thun down in their dens + man gel. forth tot his | ' 
work, and to bis labour : until. the evening, Aud may. U 
add alſo, Ann evil ſpirits n ſecret 

2 _ ö | places, 
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places, and makes others of them leſs bold and power⸗ 
ful to terrify and hurt. Now if the natural light 
hath ſuch great virtues, and produces ſuch great 
effects; bow great muſt the good effects of the ſpiri- 
tual light be, which ſo far excells the natural light? 
Therefore the ſtate of the light of grace into which 
the ſaints are turned from the darkneſs of fin and 


Kane is a moſt happy ſtate. 


It Sa be proved chat 8 a man is FL from 
darkneſs to. light, he is then in a moſt happy ſtate 
by the following particulars. OT 


* "When a man is brought into this ſtate of e | 


kJ is capable of doing that which is good, and he aftually 
will do good; the thoughts of his Pu and the acti- 


; 


pas of, life will aw... 3 


The thoughts of. his — will be really good, 
tho not perfectly good; when the habit of th mind 
is made good by . regeneration, its excerciſes w | 
be up prix nn rk e it will Ty 


The bens of his life will be 8 i to 
the good babit and excerciſes of his mind; for as 
the evil man out of the evil treaſure of his heart 


forth evil things; ſo the good man out of 
good treaſure of his heart bringeth forth good 


thin Matth. xii. 35. He goeth on from ſtrength 
to ſtrength, from one good excerciſe to another ; and 
this is his felicity, for in having a good, heart, - 


grea 
he bears the e of the bleſſed Gop; and by — 


that which i is good, he doth that which pleaſes Gop; 


and will be rewarded by him, His life bears ſome 
— * reſemblance * 


[ 8. 
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- reſemblance to the life of God, and the example of 
nnter, who went about doing good; and by chat 
means he is brought neater unto Gop, and prepared 
for perfect felicity ; ; and is ae this a happy m F 


II. The ſtate of the fpitiruat light of grace is a 
WW ſtate; becauſe it is a ſtate of the greateſt liberty 
of any in this world; but in heaven the liberty is 


greater, They who are brought to this light, may 
at once fee the miſery out of Which they have been 
delivered, the happineſs they are going to, and the 
way leading to it; as the people of Iſrael by the light 
of the ſun upon mount Piſgab, might ſee the horri- 
ble wilderneſs they bad gone through, and Canaan 
the bleſſed inheritance before them, which they were 
going to inherit. They who are turned from dark. 


neſs to light, are alſo turned as the text tells us ſrom 
the power of Satan, which is the greateſt ſlavery, to 


be under the government of Gov, which is the 
eateſt liberty. The light of holineſs makes men 
2 fram the government of fin' and Satan 3 and. it 
is partly by knowledge that Chnrer ſaves, Fai lit, 
11. By his knowledge Fi +Highteous fervant fall fufify 
many. The knowledge of CyRtsT is ſaid alſo to ena- 
ble men to eſcape from the pollutions of the world; 
- tho” ſome are entang led again therein, by means of 
their own Srraptten ; Whoſe end is worfe than their 
beginning, 2 2 Pet. Ii. 20. Cunts is the ruler of ep- 
ighten'd men in heavenly j laces, as Satan is the ruler 
of the darkneſs: of this world, Eph. vi. 12. And he 
rules them by che light of bis word and ſpirit. When 
men open their hearts to the light of od, they give 
him place to rule over them and his ſpecial | govern- 
ment will fave them, Tfal. xxxiii. 22. The Lonp 
e Oy He poſſeſſes them and 
dwells 


/ 
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dwells in them, as 2 man dwells in, and poſſeſſes 
his own houſe, and ruleth in it; the Church is 
therefore called the houſe of Gop, x Tim. iii. 13. 
- when Gop enters into the ſouls of men by the light | 
of his word, he unites with their ſpirits, gives a 
reſurection to the poor dying remnaat_ of primitive 
created goodneſs which lay dead and buried in their 5 
fouls, and enflames it, and leads them direaly to 
ſalvation. Every man who is throughly. brought 
into the light of Gop, is led and guided by the 
prince of light, the Saviour of men; and this is his 
great felicity, ; for if it be a great happineſs to be 
under à wiſe juſt and gentle government in this 
world, and it is always ſo.counted ; what happineſs is 
it to be under the government ofthe Son of Gan, who 
is full of wiſdom juſtice and goodneſs, and hath the 
higheſt authority? Every one therefore who hath 
truly ſubialtted to his government may, and ought 
to expect a perfect ſalvation from it. This alſo 
ſhews that tho ſtate of light into which mem are 
turned from darkneſs by the * of the ' goſpel, is is 


a happy ſtate n 


III. That the light into which men are brought by 
converſion is a happy ſtate appears from this, that 
it is a moſt comfortable ſlate; He who prefers walk- 
ing in the light of truth to- walking in darkneſs of 
fin, ſhall not want the light of true conſolation. If 
he is ſometimes benighted, his day returns again. 
He is not like a blind man who ſees not the riſing 
ſun, and the return of the delightful day; for it is a 
continua night with him; but he is like to every 
one who enjoying his light, ſees the riſing ſun, and 
the comfortable return of the day and the light after 
the * darkneſs ; and therefore fears not when 

E2 he 
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ve ſees the ſun ſetting, and the darknefs approaching; 


becauſe he knows that the darkneſs. will paſs away ; 
and the light will return again. The light of holi- 
neſs puts us in the way of that which is comfortable 
and profitable, 'and gives us a ſure proſpect of fu- 
ture good. No worldly promiſes can give him ſuch 


2 proſpect, no worldly poſſeſſions can give him ſuch 


content, no muſick, or worldly diverſions can give 


Him ſuch joy as the light of C Gon; therefoe to be i in 


this light is a moſt happy ſtate. 


IV. The light into which den ire turned from 


darkneſs by the grace of the goſpel is a happy ſtate, 


| becauſe it reſtores to the ſinter his loft beauty, and re- 


moves bis deformity. The ſoul of the finner in its 
fallen ſtate is very deformed, and becauſe he is in 


darkneſs he ſees not his ſhocking deformity ; but the 


light of heaven puts his ſoul in due order, and gives 
it an univerſal beauty which ſhall never be wholly 
loſt; but it ſhall be always preſerved, ſome times in- 
creaſed, and at laſt perfected; and be made for ever 
glorious, In this light they ſee ſometimes the beau- 
ty which grace puts upon them, and this gives con- 
ſolation ; and ſo much the more as by the ſame light 


they have een the ſhocking deformity from which 


they have been deli-ered by converting grace. In 
heaven they will have a far greater beauty, a much 
greater light to ſee it, without any danger of being 


exalted by it into ſpiritual pride; ; which i is not the 


caſe here in the world. No man had more light 
in divine things than Faul had after he had been in 


tbe third heaven, and no man had more holineſs 


than he, yet he was in danger of ſpititual pride; to 

prevent which a thorn was given him in the fleſh, and 

a meſſenger of Satan to puffet him, 2 Cor. xii. 7. 
To 
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VV. To be turned into the light is a happy mag, 
N becauſe he who is brought into it hath à refitude 7 


tnotuledge, and bis judgment 1s not miſtalen about 0 
f the greats ef importance. 


1. He who is rightly brought into this light, he 
knows the way which he ſhould take, and what his 
end will be; which is a great matter and of great 
importance to be known, John xi. 9. If any man 

walk in the day he ſtumbleth not, becauſe he ſeeth 
the light of this world. He generally goes right, 
and he alſo knows when he goes wrong which is 
the means to bring him back into the right path. 
He ſees his way becauſe he travels not in the dark, 

and therefore cannot mifs his way at every turning, 

and go wrong in the whole courſe of his life ; as he 

who walketh in the darkneſs doth, He knows whi- 

ther his way leads, and where it will end. He is 

not ignorant whether his way will bring him to hell S 
or to heaven, to miſery or to bleſſedneſs, to the ſocĩ- 
ety of the damned, or to the boſom of CHRIST, to 

-dwell in everlaſting burnings, or in the love of Gop; 

as he who is in the darkneſs of ſiu, John xii. 35. 

For be that walketh'in darkneſs knoweth not whither he 

3 


2. He who walks in the light of God, is thereby 
enabled to avoid all burtful extreams on either ſide of 
duty. As to avoid niggardneſs and covetouſneſs 2 
the one ſide of the juſt duty of kindneſs and liberali- 
ty, profuſeneſs and prodigality on the other ſide; of _ 
intemperance, on the one fide, of giving its due ta 
the body, and of ſtarving it, and with-holding from 
. it more than is meet on the other fide ; of being 
eareleſs on one ſide, and of being over-careful on the 
F other; 
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other 3 the extreames of profaneſs and ſuperſtition, 
of hypocriſy and formality on one ſide, and of dif-; 
order and irreverence in the worſhip of Gop on 
the other fide, He hath alight to ſee him who leads 
in the midft- of the path of * and to avoid 
error on all Lands. | a 5 


1 He goth not miſtake grace for ſin, or dio "Mg 
duty ; : and fo call evil good, and good evil, as they 
who are in the darkneſs of ſin do, Ifai, V. 20. He 
doth not count true wiſdom to be a vain ſeienoe, 
juſtice, to be cruelly, mercy to be prodigality, a 
neceſſary frugality to be covetouſneſs,, true reſoluti- 

on and courage to be raſhneſe, ſtedfaſtneſs in a 
good way to be obſtinacy, humility to be a ſlaviſh 
ſervility, generoſity to be pride, affability to be 
lightneſs of ſpirit. He will not call hope a preſump- 
tion, zeal fury, and filial fear a diſtruſt. When he. 
is under the word, and when the unerring light of 
the word ſhews his ſtate to be good, he will not ſay 
that he is nothing when he is ſomething; and ſo 


degprive himſelf. of the conſolation which belongs 


to him: neither will he on the other hand bleſs him- 
ſielf, when the word reproves him for his tranſgreſ- 
fion, and harden himſelf againſt it; as the reſolute 
wicked do, Deut. xxix. 19. 20. 21. And it come to 
paſs when be heareth the words of this cur ſe, that be bleſs 
' bimelf in bis heart, ſaying, I ſhall have peace, though Y. 
tall in the imagination of mine heart, to add drunken- 
neſs to thirſt. The Lord will not ſpare him, but then the 
anger of the Lord and his jealonſy ſhall ſmoke againſt that 
man, and all the curſes that are written in this book ſhall 
lie upon him, and the Lord ſpall blot out his name from 
under heaven, and the Lord ſhall ſeparate him unto evil 
out of all the tribes of Iſrael, according to all the curſes of 
| the 
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he covmant that art lor itrer in this Boot 7 the Low. 


is 


VI. To be in the light of grace e the pprotor 
the darknefs of ſin is a Happy ffate, becauſe it is 
fate of '/a fe wy ; ; and che Lebe alſo gives the comfort of i. 


"It i is a kate of ſafety. All who are in this 
fate have found the true way, and the farther they 
go in it, the bappier they. are. ; for. they, cannot go 
amiſs while they go in it. They cannot go one ſtep 
in it without going farther from evil, and drawing 


nearer, to good. They haye, alfo a light to ſee the 


numerous ſnares which are in the path, and about it 
on all hands, and to, avoid them. They. are not in 
danger to tread upon | thorns. and lerpents, and to fall 
into | pity, 3 and ſnares ; Is they who are in darkneſs, 
and without the e Tight, of he Enowledge and grace 


| of Goy ae. „ 
5 1 Hon : e 1 60 
ne Night witch is Hite ity fl 


"We js file, nd gives the comfort of ſt. The light 
which Ak from Heaven,” not' only news the chil- 
dren of Gp tbe ell Fah is in them ad about 
them, but the happineſs àlſb which belongs to them; 

both that which they preſently enjoy, and that which 
js in reverſion for them, Heaven opens itſelf to re- 
ceive them, as hell opens to receive the wicked. 
The angels. are ready to take their ſouls to glory, af- 
ter death, and to gather; them togethet before Canter 
in the body after their reſurection from the grave; 
this is a moſt comfortable proſpect to the ſaints, 
and they ure ſaid t6 rejoice” in this hope of the glory 
of Gop, Rom. v. 1. 2. Therefort being juſtified by 
faith, wr have prace with Cod through tur Lord Fefwua 
Cbriſt: by whom alſo aus baus acciſt by: faith into this 
e 5 ' v 38,555. > NS: 


44) 
Fuer wherein tue fand. and deer in er the gay 
. . 


Wy * W men are OY the light, and 
are rightly brought into it out of darkneſa, their 
| ing is not able, only to ſce the occaſions 
of fin but to [ce alſo the miſchiefs which fin brings and 
the toay to prevent them; and they do not only diſcern 
and abhor tbat which is evil, but they actually avoid 
that which is evi} : and they diſcern and ſeek that 
which is good. The divine light into which they 
are brought, and by which they are infallibly led 
news them the way which the infallible wiſdom of 
Gon hath contrived to ſave them, and, it inclines 
' them. to follow it, and to perform all things which 
are neceſſary to ſalvation a to confeſs their fins 


and to depart from them, and ſtrive: againſt them ; * 


to ſearch their hearts, to try their ways, to 5 bo 
word to their conſciences : to worſhip Gon, t 


ſeek. his favour, to tremble at his e to flee 


2 


to do this, which they that are in che Tae 
fa, and zee n ORF: ghar! vid aud rte, 


5 tl, 1 


<4 (6a) They are not inſenlible of their 40 iſeaſe, their 


nn and corruption, nor. Without a true Droſped of 
A perfect deliverance from it ; and therefore they ſeek. 


a cpxe for the one, and are careful to obtain the 2 
When they wound their conſciences by ſin, they ap- 


ply to the heavenly remedy, and when they are ſmitten | 


of Gon for fin, they regard it, and at one. time or 


_ © unotheratleaſt, they will humble themſelves under his 
 - - hand, and accept of their puniſhment. How come 


| they tobe o\fenkibe, bu that chey ave their eyes 
| E | opened 


| ( ar } 
n to ſee things as they are, and ought to be ſeen! , 


. * 0 ＋ hey have. many thoughts of Jeath 1 8 
eternity, and 2 preparation for them. They think | 
often of death, the living know that they thall die, 

| Eccleſ. ix. 5.. They lay death to heart, Chap. vii. c 
2. And the proſpe& i is. not. ſo terrible, becauſe the 
ſting of death is taken away by, CHrIsT in whom 
they believe, and to whom, they are united ; nor ſhall 
the' Grave always retain. their bodies priſoners, but 
muſt deſiver up its charge at Cunts r's Call, They | 
alſo mind eternity which is beyand life and: the 
grave ; and are therefore deſcribed to be lookers at 
the things which are not ſeen, and are eternal; ; rather 
than lookers upon the things which are ſeen, and are 
but for a ſeaſon, 2 Cor. iv. 18. Becauſe they 
mind and ſeek them: and. their proſpect of eternity 
is not terrible but comfortable; for they ſhall not be 
gathered before CHRIST as his enemies to receive his 
curſe, but as his friends to receive his | blefling ; for 
when he ſhall appear the ſecond time it is laid, that 
he ſhall appear for their ſalvation, not for their dam- 
nation, Heb. ix. 28. The light into which. they 
are turned from darkneſs ſhews them their Gy, 
death and eternity, for. which they are never without 
ſome preparation, and the light of their ſafety gives 
them conſolation; this farther ſhews, that to be in 


the light is a happy ſtate. at fon gab invb ke 


VII. The light of iel into 288 8 # 
taken out of thedarkneſs of ſin, will at lat bring them in 
to the greater light of glory, which.the ſcripture calls the 
inheritance of the Saints in light, Col. 1. 12. The light 
of holineſs is not only an emblem and image of hea- 


ven but a pack of eee light of 
"F heaven. 


| 64 
heaven. It is the Gay break of the everlaſting day; 
and therefore they both live to liſe, and die to life. 
Heaven its Whith che light 8 hölineſd leads is the 
perfection bf happittdls, 4 cite E of felielttes wich- 
out bots of Bank; where üellphts will fin all defre;, 
and exceed"all Expremen, 1 Cor. il. 9. Eye bath 
not cen, är hath fide Reif, hefthef hath it entered 
into the Heart of Man the" things Which Gon hath 
. prepared for thei that 18% imd. Here is a defight- 
ful day both is the Tou? Withiti, nd the body with- 
out, A diy mat Haft never be fücrested, either by 
a night or un everiing, of bf att Beeren of the light; 
aid Where che fear of Hartes mall take no more 
place than the Jefire Gf ft. In this fignt the Tear of 
G6d, and the glory öf Sunrs T' cbuntenaner wil 
be feen; which is An thdlels unſpeakable happineſs, 
Rev. *xii...2, 3, 5. Tn the mid} of the rte of it, 
ond on liber fide of tht Truer, was Herr the tree of life, 
 wohich bare twelve manner of friats, ind yerlded her fruit 
. very nth : and the haves of the de werg for the heal- 
ing of the nations, and there. ald be no mars curſe : but 
thi Frome of God ani of the Land Nan bt in in: and bis 
ſtreants ſhall ſer ur bin; aud there Jhallhe rio night There; 
Hd they iced ms Candle; wether ht of the Ju \, fir the 
* 


Ss. „ 7 = 4 
2 , . > : n 


| Heaven is a moſt delightful region vaülted with 
light, and circled on all ſides with the love of God, out 
df which riſes ® Vaſt light Mewing the glory öf his 
ene n eden. Tie gt e beben Mewes ens 
_ rhanflons of glory Wich ate many in dur father“ 
- hobfe, and iͤnömerable Baits ef Biffs ; where Torrow 
and deſpair never come, where Eonfentidn never en- 
ters, where Ue'thouptts of pal fufery Eſcaped, and 


* 


* 


els ag C43 2 

ofthe futuse ſelicity to be enige ds will grer delight 
 thedpirits of guſt, gen made perfect; 39d where they, 
mel with a flaming joy vie their bappy lots whers 
nothing is felt bot felicity,  nathing, is, lege but 
pleaſing hight, nothing is heat hut joyful ung; 
where nothipg is er hefe but gogd, and. where ap 
end of this Felicity is pat feaced | 


16335 af 4 "+ | 


2 . : . «£7641 Shades; 
Nov if the light into which the people of Gon 

we turned from darkels hrines chem into a ſtate of 
nearne(s. to the blefled Gp, if to he broughyinty the 
light of Gop is e the greet liberty; If it ig 
the moſt comfortable Hate, if it mots the dofor- 
mities af men, and {S9.8FHe Mau. £ FAR bh hegu- 
ol heaven apgut tham, if is, the ignorance 
zu <x59rs of men, and ging abe A U Eneppledgg 
of things, «cially things (picigual, I map day, jt jt 
be. 2 Kats of ſafety, bringing sen into the, Eternal 
light and, glory pf heavens Wen te he brought into 
dhe light of Gon fam the dagknefs of fig and, hell. 
45 moſt hanpy Bae 5,259 ths Þagpinels af, th 
who are in it maſt be grgater than nr cf, or 
conceived. a. bag Sint ot 1t nil 9: 's : anizig* 


> 1803184 £. 059 1% ide 3; 


rw»! do and 
„ Application. 21%) 07. 193g! 
Firſt, If to be brought into the light of holineſs is 
a moſt happy ſtate, thea we ought to enquire and ex- 
amine whether we are in this e or no. If w, arc 
in carneft by a diligent ſearch! and enquiry to have 
this cleared up to ourſelves, it is then certain that we 
are turned from the darkneſs of ſin to the light of 
owledp grace £2 1 men 39 eee 

Fa ; * _ * 5 , Is Hf Srl ond 2ads 

748 0 | 0 > i Hs: bly 4 There 


as ww! 


- 


F153 


| E) 

These re four things which evidence a perſon 
to be truly turned from darkneſs to light, and 
wh "che power of Satan to che living Gov ; 

areigning and. approved love to the light of 
0 2. A delight in_holinefs, and the exerciſe 
of good © 3. Being dead to the world, and its vani- f 
ties: 4. Anda real ee to 6 


—_—— 
(*) ee bor 15 the Fight of 
cruth. When men can beat the light of the truth 
Which is come down from heaven, not only the light 
of the promiſes hieh ſhew the good of the Sou} but 
alſo the word of command requiring duty, and even 
the reproofs of the word for ſin. The light is not 
offenſive to ſound eyes asitis to ſore eyes; when they 
follow after the Soulllenlightening means 
lind canhot be witheut them, this ſhews cat they 
brought into the light, and mat they have felt the 
Power and vittue; anch experienced the ſweetneſs of 
it: and when men Experience the petyer and virtue 
of the truth, they will take it for the rule of their 
Walking; and are willing to be tried and manifeſted by 
it, which will be a farther evidence of their real re- 
ſpect to the truth. John 3. 21, But he that doth 
truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made 
nnn winnen Is 
12 Muna gαπrtmuuz YO: 
eee phrable in theſs words,.. 15 
The quality of every one that reſpecteth the truth, 
it is he who doth; truth ; i. e, the ,perſon who ſin- 
-cerely:doth good ; he who is the oppalite to him whe 
doth evil, of whom it is ſaid in the foregoing verſe 
that he hateth the light, and cometh not to it, |; 
- hia deeds ſhould be reproved. A good man delight- 
9 th | 


( 45 ) 
eth in the light of the truth, becauſe of his enmity 
to ſin. He loves the knowledge of the truth as the 
honeſt labourer or trades- man loves the light of the 
day, partly becauſe he cannot do his work without 
the light of the day, and partly becauſe he cares. not 
who ſees him working, becauſe his work is lawful in 
the Gght of all men ; and therefore he is neither 


aſham'd or afraid to be ſeen at it. He is not like the 


thief who loves the darkneſs of the night, and ſhüns 
the light of the day, becauſe his deeds are aw 
and Jangerous.' The preachers Who "moſt" 
ſhew him his duty, and ehe corruptions'6f his 1 nature, 
are with him the moſt faithful in their office, and 
he eſteems them beſt; as every ſick man eſteems 
him the beſt phyſician who can moſt 'accurately de- 
ſcribe his diſeaſe, and therefore doth from him conceive 
the greateſt hope of cure, more than from any other 


2. Here is the ufe which a well dver makes of 


the truth ; he cometh. to it that bis deeds may be | 


made wanlfeff that they are wrou ht i in Gb. | "Why 
doth he come to it out of the Uatkneli of i2norance, 
but becauſe ir doth ſhew him what is good; difcoyer 
to him what is evil 3 fotwarn him bf his dangete, 
which ate ſo” neceſſary to be"kiiown good reafon 
hath he therefore to deteſt the'ddrkneſs, 2hd"to love 
the light. And tho he knows that he hath" many 
things amiſs in him, and many deformities which the 
light will diſcovet, yet he is willing to be tried by 
it, as he hath a'real good which Satan and men deny 
to be in him; and that his ends and aims are 
always fincere; and exceed his performances of good. 
He willingly comes to the light, becauſe he is wills 
ing to know his duty, and to be ſtirred to the per- 
— — he doth not chuſe * 


/ 


= 


ai e 27 


| my „ „ Nee 
- qlly-when the delight is great. When holineſs is 


is, life in them. When, they admire. the things that 
Ene heautiful, it is becauſe they: have eyes to ſee, 


it n 


© hibneonſcience aderp in the dark; mor to hide his 
tin, And there cannot be a better ſign and a more 
ident token of ſalvation, than when men endurd 


the ceproof of the word for fin, becauſe it is certain 


 - then, that they have broken their league with fin 
towards which they ſhould ſhew no favour or kind- 
eee A roy ce * 


G 


of their being turned from darkneds te light, eſpeci- 


the delight and practice of men, they axe then brought 
into the light. It is aur love to every ekerciſe of 
gead that proves us to be the children of light, 


and alk as the children of light, We are the children 
of light, and we are not of the night nor of he dark. 
e Te v. 4 8. 8 RUM oft 


| : 25 (3) To bs martified to * 
thereof is another ſign of being turned into the light 


darkneſs. When men prefer the things which 
e ſpiritual and eternal before the things of this 


world, their eyes are opened by the light of grace, 


When men do reliſh the things which are ſweet, it 
18-becauſe they haye.not loſt their taſte, and that there 


When we are more careful and lively about che 
ings of our Souls than about the things of gur 
of the things of the other world than ahout 


= things of this preſent world, this ſhews that we 


Le turned to the —— en. 2 


. 


0% Aue inde bung. 


2:0 


* „ 
„ee bite is ee ig. of being. turned From asked 


ta light, When men live uns Ob, and 0 for him, they ars then 
turned out of darkned into the light. As thenatural light moves 


men to #Risn, and riſes them to their work, to which-the darkneſs 
| of the night had put 4 ſtop f fo the light of the ſpiritual world 


moves and riſes men to work for Gon, which they neither did, nor 


could do in darkneſs : but now being bronghe to- the light they 


honour Cop with their ſubſtance, ſubmit to him in the duty of 


ſelf denial, obey him in the work of mortification, glorify him in 
the excerciſe of every grace from kim, They are open 
to 38 for Gun locus Bay k in the holy light. When profeſ- ' 
ſors axe both their judgments, and holy in their lives, they 
anfwer the ea Jab IR ne, like the hoſt of beaven 


the moon, and the ſtars which Keep their place, and beautiful order 


and motions ; and thereby ſerving the world below, and 2 
ing the end of their creation. 


A F 


| Now then iT we can endure the light of God's word, a 
in it; if we delight in bolinels, if our affections to the world and 


Its yanities be mortified, and enlivened towards things ſpiritual, and 


if we live to pleaſe and honour Gon, we are then turned from 
OE mn ON 9 
/ fortable kate. 


the people of 'Gov, indeed bites Ce ie eh 
| Eirved rom dete to light, yet are Thmetimes ſubjected to fear 
forrow, ame, trouble of conſcience, and ſurromded with dark- 
dec Vor the light into which they are turned, will at hüt difpet) 


ther away, and fill them with the oppoſite happy tempers of the 


inind ; courage, confidence and joy, Rom. ii. rv. Glory honour 
and peace to every man that worketh good, to the jew firit and al 
to the Gentle. All who will beinftrufted and over awed by the 
word of God ſhafl experience the delightful peace of a healed-con- 
ſcience, and enjoy the Tweet fellowthip of a reconciled God ; which 
will be infinitely better than the enjoyment of all worldly good and 
in the day of trouble, à reconciled 'God ir not the terror (but the 


hope and day of hir people, Jer. «iv. 3. While we continue in the 


light, we enjoy hope inſtead of fear, glory inftead of ſhame, and 
„ 100 er 01 A i a ab 5c 
laſting woe. I 


Secondly, if to be in the ſtate of light is a moſt happy tate, and 


92 


* 
1 
i 
7 
* 


(4) 
if it be found upon trial that any of you are in it, then be firm-' 
ly reſolved to continue in it. -You have heard what your ſtate in 
light is, and can you hear of it and not reſolve to abide in it? Is 
it nothing to you to be put iv the way of life? To have an inter- 
et in Goo? And hope in a ſaviour? To be removed out of the 
kingdoin of darkneſs and flavery to Satan into the kingdom of the. 
dear Son of Goo? And be made fit for the inheritance of the 
Saints in light? And to have perfect happineſs for your portion * 
Are th-ſe high favours and great conſolations of God of ſuch ſmall 
account with you ? Go forbid ! If you continue in the light, 
ye continue with Gop, and while you continue with Gov your 
Sovls will flouriſh, you will be farther removed from evil, be 


brought nearer to every good, and at laſt riſe unto perfection. 


Lay, let what hath been ſaid of the ſtate of licht perſwade 
finners to turn from darkneſs into the bleſſed light without delay. 
All that hath been ſaid of the excellence of the ſtate of grace, and 
of the evil of the oppoſite ſtate of fin, are motives to turn from the 
flate of ſin to the ſtate of grace; to which may be added, that man 
was created perfectly holy without the darkneſs of fin, but by be- 
Bering an angel of light who was become an angel of darkneſs, his 
fon was ſet, and he loſt his light and fell into darkneſs, and his 
with him. It is now therefore the great concern of his 
to ſeek by all means to return out of that ſtate of dark- 


2 into the bleſſed ſtate of the light of grace and felicity in which 
man was created, for it will never be well with them untill they 
"do return, and unleſs they will return. They alſo are bound te 


this by their baptiſm, in which the name of Gop was called upon 


them, and by, which they were put under an obligation to ſerve- 
the Lord. Alſo their own refolutions to repent and turn to the 
Loxkp, which is an obligation upon them of their on making 
t0.come out of the ſtate of darkneſs into the ſtate of light. Tf they 
do net, they will loſe heaven, and fall into hell; and then they 


will ſee and lament the greatneſs of their miſtake, in that they did. 


nõt come out of the ſtate of fin into the ſtate of grace; whereby 
FWW 


